APPENDIX
Of course we made use of the trains, where we sat on
buffers or on roofs. We had continually to come down
and climb up again. After one day of this kind of
travelling, we lost all the luggage that we had left.
Documents had disappeared long before, or rather,
there were two things which could still be used here as
documents, a Browning revolver and the remains of the
Karbomniec, Kierenka, and the Ost-rouble* with which we
had been provided in Odessa, The German occupation,
whose dominion started a few score kilometres north of
Ploskirow, did not get out of joint as the Austrian had
done. On the contrary, it was as if a spasm of fury had
made more efficient all the springs of its mechanism.
The German sentries were worse than ever. We had
to pay our way by doubling the bribes. The cold was
biting. It was comparatively comfortable when we
could find a place in the human crowd outside the wagon.
But when we had to go out our lips were chapped with
cold.
Our last twenty roubles were taken from us by the
German patrol when we were nearing Kovel. When they
asked for my papers, which I had not got, I hesitated
whether to reach for my gun or part with my last coin.
I decided to reach for my money, and it worked. How-
ever, at Kovel, Hildt and I had to parade in front of the
buffet of the Army of Occupation, where there was a
1 These are names of war-time money which was then used in
these parts.
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